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“The Gospel is 
always relevant, always 

transformative, and 
is always our central 

message.”
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I.  INTRODUCTION 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes…” (Rom. 1:16a).

When faced with a challenge that places a demand on you to succeed, you 
come prepared. Your tools must match your task. Your weapons must match 
your war. Your strength must match your struggle. In the spiritual task before 
us, the war for the hearts of humanity (Ephesians 6:12), and the struggles we 
face today, there is only one set of tools on which we can ultimately rely – the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel, the Good News, embodied in the life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, is the “…power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes” (v. 16).

The Gospel Or The Other Options

The word that we translate “Gospel” is a Greek word, evangelion, which, 
in the world of the New Testament, meant a striking, authoritative, joyful 
announcement of very good news.

The Good News, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, is the announcement that God 
has intervened for us humans, in our challenging plight, with rescue, with 
hope, and with restoring power – all in and through Jesus Christ.

Hear the words again of this very familiar, but nonetheless momentous, 
Gospel declaration spoken by Jesus:

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him” 
(John 3:16-17).

For followers of Jesus, faced with a myriad of options available to us for how 
we can proceed in advancing the cause of Christ in our towns and cities, we 
will have to come to grips again with the Gospel.

Therapy is beneficial. Activism is important. Love flowing from the heart in 
compassion, one person to another, has great merit.

But therapy can’t, ultimately, bring the heart to the place of utter, complete 
freedom – unless the power at work behind that therapy is the Gospel, the 
Good News, the Person of Jesus Christ. This is being said by someone who 
has benefited from world-class therapy. Yet know this – I do not confuse the 
powerful technician with the only One who is the Great Physician. 
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The most energetic activism will have impact. Yet that impact will be far lesser 
and shorter-term unless the Gospel, embodied in people and plans, fuels the 
reconciliation of the human heart to God, to oneself, and to the world.

Our greatest efforts to love others, motivated by compassion or altruism, will 
find themselves failing to solve the inner quest of the love-starved heart – 
until that person meets Love incarnate in Jesus Christ.

And what does the heart-transforming power of the Gospel have to do 
with our mental and emotional health, our faithful activism, and our 
compassionate acts of service? The Gospel changes not only the heart that 
is healed, changed, and loved in that moment of encounter with Christ – the 
Gospel also changes the impact of that heart on relationships, in society, and 
in every arena of human living as we know it – impacting generations and 
generations to come. Love lasts longer, compassion goes deeper, and change 
endures when sustained by the intrinsic power and presence of Christ in our 
lives.

Any of our most valiant efforts, without an encounter with Jesus at its core, is 
just a valiant effort – not one that will yield an enduring, eternally sustained, 
transformation.

A Working Definition Of The Gospel

As a wise lover of God once said to me, “Jesus is the Gospel.” While that is a 
sufficient working definition of the Gospel for many reasons, here is a more 
expanded, working definition for the pages that follow. I have drawn this 
definition from many sources over the years and have used it in various forms.

“The Gospel is the Good News that God intervened on behalf of humanity in 
the person of Jesus Christ. ‘The Gospel rests upon the history of Jesus Christ. 
His birth, obedient life, atoning death, physical resurrection from the dead, 
and His ascension into heaven.’1 In the end, He will set all things right as it was 
intended.”2

Yes, Jesus is the Gospel. And the Church that forgets this, that Jesus is the 
Good News we carry, and that the Gospel remains the only ultimate hope 
of humankind – is in danger of becoming just another social institution or 
ideology seeking to make its voice heard in the world. For the Church, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is our very DNA, as those being conformed to the image 
of Jesus (Rom. 8:29). And as those who are being conformed to Christ, we 
must remember, and never forget, the centrality of the Gospel in all that we do. 

The Gospel, for every heart in the world, in every moment in history, is always 
relevant. It is always transformative. And the Gospel of Jesus is always our 
central message.

 1 Martin H. Manser et al., The Complete Topical Guide to the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2017), 104.
 2 N.T.  Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense (New York, NY: HarperOne, 2006), xi.
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“For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power 

of God that brings 
salvation to everyone 

who believes….” 

(Rom. 1:16a)
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II.  THE GOSPEL IS ALWAYS RELEVANT
The word “relevant” has gotten a bad rap these days in the Church. Many 
Christ-professing communities have spent their primary energies becoming 
attractive, interesting, and inviting to their local community. 

In and of itself, that pursuit is not necessarily a bad thing.

But when our goal is to be deeply involved in the lives of people, and we think 
that attracting them by being able to talk about current events in a way they 
care about is the way to win the world, we are misguided.

The Gospel remains the most profound, applicable, reliable, and accessible 
way to address the issues of our time, whether those issues are stirring in 
the hearts of individuals or are being discussed in the halls of our social 
institutions.

A Historic Moment

We are living in a moment that is historic; a moment that is a hinge-point 
in history in so many disciplines. Whether we are talking about the fields of 
science, medicine, sociology, education, technology, or anthropology – there 
are incredible changes taking place that will impact all of our lives and all of 
the world.

Regardless of the ideologies powering changes in different disciplines, as 
Christians we must be aware of, and attuned to, what is going on around us. 
Intentionally keeping our radar up and honing our ability to converse about a 
diverse range of topics, needs to be cultivated. This is being relevant.

And yet, the Gospel remains the primary language set for the Christian. We may 
have different ways we need to share it, talk about it, and live it in different 
arenas of engagement – but we must keep the Good News that God has 
intervened in the heart of humanity in the Person of Jesus Christ at the very 
center of our thinking.

The Gospel is the tool we bring to the task, the weapon we bring to the war, 
and the strength we bring to the struggle. 

The Gospel is also the hope we bring in all seasons to those around us, 
whether they be in seasons of triumph or tragedy.

There is no other resource given to humankind that will outlast, outsmart, 
out-fit, or out-wit the Gospel. No other message is up to the task of winning 
the world by first winning the human heart – and changing its motivations.



9

Naming The Real Enemy

One of the ways that the Gospel is always relevant, and has served Christ-
followers for millennia, is that it always names our true enemy.

Ephesians 6:10-13 lays it out for us:

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor 
of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so 
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 
after you have done everything, to stand.”

In other words, there is a battle. That much we know. And though the image 
of a battle might not be popular in our time, the battle is real. But that 
battle is not ultimately political, cultural, national, or philosophical – “For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12). 

Christ’s purpose in coming, according to 1 John 3:8, was to take on the real 
enemy we all face. 

“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work”  
(1 John 3:8b).

To battle with the enemy of our souls, the accuser, the devil – that’s where 
Jesus went, and that’s where He is going. He was going there when He walked 
this earth, and He is going there through His Church today. 

He wants us to be ready to go with Him, to stay positioned and postured 
against the right enemy. And when it comes to human “enemies” we face in 
life, and their “schemes,” the Gospel clearly guides us as to how to engage 
them in the task, the war, and the struggle. According to Jesus, we engage 
them with love and prayer:

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But 
I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may 
be children of your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:43-45a).

We Need To Get This Right

We are in a delicate time in society today, and many are quick to name others 
as “enemies” that must be defeated, marginalized, and cast aside. 
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But the Gospel of Jesus won’t allow us to live there, share the same 
motivations and actions of those who don’t name Christ as Lord, nor to 
demean others with our language (whether in person, on a screen, or on 
social media).

According to the Gospel, even someone who holds to an ideology that seems 
in opposition to my own, an ideology that makes my blood boil, is not my 
enemy. I’m not at war with this person. Ephesians 6:12b tells me that my 
struggle is against the “the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers 
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

If we name our enemy incorrectly, we can spend our entire lives fighting the 
wrong battle. And that would be a true waste.

Ours is a counter-Kingdom to the kingdom of this world. And as counter-
Kingdom citizens we come to the battle with a tool, a weapon, a strength that 
is beyond what this world will ever be able to conjure – the Gospel of love that 
stops the momentum of hate.

A Failure Of Nerve

Please, hear me say this: I have a deep concern for the Church of our 
generation.

I’ve been doing this – seeking to live, preach, and teach the Gospel – for 45 
years. And I’ll confess, I have a little fear about the tone I hear in the voice of 
much of the Church across the world. 

It’s not a dominating fear, nor does that fear motivate me – but it is present, 
nonetheless. 

I’m noticing in the Church around the globe, and especially here in the West, a 
failure of nerve. 

In specific, I’m noticing parts of the Body of Christ losing confidence in the 
intrinsic power and the greatness of the Gospel to actually be the answer 
for the world today.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is what we bring to the table, friend. The Gospel, 
embraced by individuals who then make up society, will bring the only 
change that will – quite literally – last forever.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is what we bring to our town, our surrounding 
towns, and our city. If you and I bring only good compassion, good social 
services, or even a great love for children – all tremendous things that benefit 
society – then we are embracing a paradigm that has an effect for a season, 
but lacks the power to save.

If the Gospel is not leading the way, then all our very best efforts, our best 
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intentions, in the end, may be remembered as another noise, another agenda 
coming from yet another group or institution, or as just another way to do life.

The Gospel works. The Gospel works in regard to human justice. The Gospel 
works in transforming hearts, transforming actions, and transforming lives 
that demonstrate mercy. The Gospel works in bringing us to, and holding our 
attention toward, the plight of the human being.

The Gospel is always relevant.
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“The Gospel is the tool 
we bring to the task, the 
weapon we bring to the 

war, and the strength we 
bring to the struggle.”
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III.  THE GOSPEL IS ALWAYS TRANSFORMATIVE
In Ephesians 3:4-12, the Apostle Paul comes at the Gospel from the position 
of one who believes in its transformative power as the agent of change in the 
world.

“In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 
of Christ, which was not made known to people in other generations as it has 
now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This 
mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 
members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 
Jesus.

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s 
people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches 
of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, 
which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 
according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence” (Eph. 3:4-12).

While there are many things we could unpack in this powerful passage, let’s 
look at just one – the hospitality of the Gospel.

The Hospitality Of The Gospel

How does real transformation happen in the human heart? Answers to 
that question are as many and varied as there are people in the world. Yet 
we can agree that, as far as the story and message of Jesus is concerned, 
transformation begins with an invitation from God to experience His love.

This is the true sound of inclusion, of welcome, of hospitality, of barriers 
falling and wholeness rising. 

“This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 
Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 
Christ Jesus” (Eph. 3:6).

The Gospel forms a circle that welcomes everybody to join in. Whosoever may 
come. No matter the shade of our skin, or any of our other differences – all are 
welcome to move toward the ever-open arms of Jesus. 

Imagine it, because it’s true. People from every imaginable culture, every 
imaginable ideology, every imaginable religion, and every imaginable 
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construct of society, are welcome. This is the power of the Gospel. There is no 
one who is not welcomed home.

An Accepted Heart Is Open To Transformation

And when the heart is accepted and loved by the Spirit of Jesus – it is open to 
transformation from the inside out.

Transformation means that one day I was this, and in the next moment (a 
lifetime) I was that. I changed. I became a new creation. I didn’t just get 
“saved” or rescued – I was actually given a new heart and a new life in Jesus 
Christ.

I’m going to say again that this is really all we have to bring to the world. This 
is not a cop-out platitude; it’s the truth.

The transforming power of the Gospel begins when an individual person 
experiences the acceptance of the Father who loves her or him. That person 
then is invited, by Jesus, to be a part of a transformed community that 
participates in the announcing of the Kingdom – a Kingdom that will be 
revealed in its fullness at the Second Coming of Christ. 

It is the Gospel that has the power to transform the world, and the people 
who live in it.

How is a man transformed? How is a woman transformed? How is a teenager 
transformed? How is a college student, a college professor, a car mechanic, or 
a computer IT expert transformed?

It’s not by self-help these things happen. Transformation is a divine work 
in the heart that welcomes us to participate in the very life of God, and our 
cooperation is what sets that inner transformation in motion.

The Gospel And “Everything Else”

Everything else we add on to that power, that good news, is superfluous. 
The “everything else” may be wonderful and serve humanity, but without 
the central message of the Gospel of Jesus at the core of our intentions and 
activity, all of the “everything else” is ultimately powerless to accept and love 
the human heart all the way to wholeness.

My story of personal transformation is important here. I didn’t come from a 
Christian background, nor was I born into a Christian family. I didn’t go to a 
Christian school. I didn’t go to church growing up.

By the time I was 16, I already had my Ph.D. in sin. I was a professional.



15

Intuitively, I knew that my life was off. Something wasn’t right, and I wasn’t 
headed in the right direction. Outwardly, I was very confident and a natural 
leader. Inwardly, I was desperate for a way out – I just didn’t know what that 
“way out” was.

When I heard the Gospel explained to me, for the first time – that Christ died 
for me, that He invites me into His Story, that He is the one ultimately behind 
the narrative of history and eternity – it truly, to use a Maine phrase, cooked 
my cables.

I didn’t know anything about God. I had never heard about Jesus. No one had 
ever shared the Gospel with me before. I was the least likely person to ever 
believe in God (and others around me could attest to that).

But when I heard the Gospel, I was a sucker for the first pitch. I bought it – to 
mix metaphors – hook, line, and sinker.

And as a 16-year-old, I said: “If that’s the truth, that’s the best deal in town.” 
They told me God would make all things new in my life. They told me He 
would forgive my sin. They told me He had a divine purpose for my life. And 
they told me I was invited into an eternal reality that had everything to do 
with everyday life.

“If that’s true,” I said, “I’m in.”

A Change Of Heart Will Change Many Things

I had a change of heart – literally. God took my old, hard, brittle, sinful heart 
and put a new one in its place. I was given a heart that was tender to God, a 
heart that was loved by God, a heart that had a revelation that life is lived at 
its fullest when it is lived for other people.

Changing someone’s mind is one thing. With great effort, it can happen. But 
changing someone’s heart? That takes a profound encounter, a transforming 
moment, that leaves a person changed. When that encounter happens, 
we are invited to a journey, a pilgrimage, of transformation – one that will 
last our entire lives. One moment of transformation turns into a lifelong 
pilgrimage – that is the way the Gospel works.

And while many profound moments can happen in someone’s life, no other 
transforming moment can completely define who they are, Whose they are, 
where they are going, and give them a new heart that changes them from the 
inside out.

The Gospel is always transformative.
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“The Gospel matters 
because I contend that 

this Good News of Jesus, 
the Father’s intervention 
in the story of humanity 

– is what the Church 
brings to the world.”
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IV.  THE GOSPEL IS ALWAYS OUR CENTRAL 
MESSAGE
The boundless riches of Christ will always be our central message. That is 
what the Church was, quite literally, born to preach.

“I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s 
people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches 
of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, 
which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 
according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence” (Ephesians 3:7-12).

What are the boundless riches of Christ?

The Boundless Riches Of Christ

The “boundless riches” that Paul is talking about in Ephesians 3 are 
his central message – a Gospel message by which he was transformed, 
and for which he was willing to suffer and die. What “boundless riches” 
simultaneously brought revelation to Paul’s mind about the fulfillment of his 
peoples’ messianic hopes, and a spiritual jolt that compelled him to preach 
from the center of God’s love for him in Christ Jesus?

“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 
and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer 
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again” 
(2 Corinthians 5:14-15).

We could list the boundless riches of Christ, and not even come close to 
unpacking the inexhaustible treasures that are to be found in knowing Him, in 
His death and His resurrection (Philippians 3:10-11).

But let’s list just a few to remind us of the greatness of the Gospel – God’s 
boundless riches revealed to us in Christ:

• Human beings have a disease – sin – for which Jesus is the only cure
• The heart can be transformed from one way of being to another
• The mind can be renewed, and old habits and patterns can be broken
• We can be filled with the Holy Spirit, and given power to live life 

through all circumstances 
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• We can become people for whom love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control are 
gifts and traits (Galatians 5:22-23)

• The time frame of eternity is now marked out for an endless, loving 
relationship with One who loves us completely and always seeks our 
good

• Relationships can be restored by the power of the Holy Spirit
• We can be healed of sickness, and delivered from demonic 

oppression
• We can know what it’s like to be free, loved, and accepted on the 

inside – without needing the world around us to fill that need
• We can be transformed people who help transform the world
• We can be people who always carry a message of Good News – 

anywhere and everywhere

And so on. Take a moment to think of other scriptures and promises from 
the Bible. What other “boundless riches” of Christ would you add to this very 
short list?

Our Central & Enduring Message

In Colossians 1:25-29, Paul is overcome by the sheer privilege of being a 
servant of Jesus, of His Gospel, and of the Church He so loves. While the entire 
chapter is filled with, and motivated by, love – this passage takes us to the 
heart of Paul’s sense of identity.

“I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the 
word of God in its fullness — the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and 
generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen 
to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end 
I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me” 
(Colossians 1:25-29).

The Gospel is Jesus and all that comes with Him. And the mystery of the 
Gospel, the Good News, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, is that Christ 
can now live in you by the Holy Spirit. 

Paul, obviously, was transformed by that Gospel. Then he was compelled to 
share, write, and live that Gospel – all in the power of the Holy Spirit.

What would happen to society – to your town council, your city transportation 
engineers, your schools, your neighborhood families – if Christ was invited, 
by each person, to live within them and to live His life through them by the 
power of the Holy Spirit?
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I can guarantee one thing – everything and everyone you care about would 
get better, and better, and better.

Forgiveness would rule between those formerly caught up in racism and 
unjust actions. Kindness would release the heat out of the courtrooms. 
Patience would manifest itself in businesspeople no longer in a hurry to take 
advantage of others.

And the list could go on, and on, and on. The message that transforms 
everything it touches is the central message we’ve been given – the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

We are, as followers of Jesus, called to share, preach, offer, proclaim, and 
reflect that message wherever we are – like Paul – by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

The New Creation Now And To Come

That is a taste of the New Creation toward which we are headed, and the 
Good News – the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ – runs like a mighty river 
carrying many toward that day when all things will, ultimately, be made new 
(Revelation 21:5).

It will be a Day when every tear will be wiped away, when God’s light of love 
will shine on everyone’s face, when the river of life will satisfy every thirst, 
when we will see His face – and when we will rule with Him for eternity 
(Revelation 22:5).

We can and do experience the “boundless riches of Christ” now. We will know 
those riches in their fullness in the age to come. It is the Gospel the reveals 
these riches, and that opens our hearts to experience them. 

The Gospel is always our central message.
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“He is the one we 
proclaim, admonishing 
and teaching everyone 

with all wisdom, so 
that we may present 

everyone fully mature 
in Christ. To this end I 

strenuously contend with 
all the energy Christ so 

powerfully works in me.” 

(Colossians 1:28-29)
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V.  CONCLUSION
The Gospel will always be relevant to our time. The Gospel will always be 
transformative to the hearts of people who then, by extension, carry within 
them the hope of a transformed world. The Gospel will always be our central 
message – just as it was for Jesus, for the early Church, and for every Christian 
who has ever named Christ as Lord and God.

Why Does It Matter?

The Gospel matters because I contend that this Good News of Jesus, the 
Father’s intervention in the story of humanity – is what the Church brings to 
the world.

The Gospel expresses the power of God in every generation, in every nation. 
In Paul’s famous statement in Romans 1:16-17a, he says

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in 
the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith 
from first to last…” (Rom. 1:16-17a).

The Gospel Is The Power Of God

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation…” (Rom. 1:16a).

There are many powers in the world. But the Gospel is God’s power, expressed 
in the Good News announcement that, because of Jesus, the world can be 
healed. 

Paul is distinguishing the Gospel not as one power among many powers that 
could potentially “get the job done,” but as the singular power of God that is 
laser-focused on getting every job done that salvation has to offer.

In this current hour, the message of the Gospel – that Jesus is the answer 
to the human condition in all its personal and corporate forms – must 
be delivered to the world, to our nation, to our states, cities, and towns, 
neighborhoods, homes, churches, and hearts.

Right now, as you read, people are feeling the loss of hope. Everything we 
thought would save us, every social institution we were sure would fix things, 
is failing. We are being pounded with negative news every single day, while 
other voices attempt to tell us we’re all okay, and that everything will be okay.

But everything is not okay. Suicide rates rise, people lose jobs, mental health 
issues run rampant, and social tensions heat to the point of boiling over.
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As it has been true throughout history, the Gospel of Jesus Christ will address 
each of these issues in lasting and world-changing ways. The Gospel is what 
people need to believe in.

Paul was not ashamed of that Gospel, and the good news it is for everyone 
who believes.

The Gospel Is For Everyone Who Believes

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.” 
(Rom. 1:16).

The Gospel message welcomes everyone who will believe it to access the 
saving power of God. In other words, there is no person on planet earth who 
cannot access hope through the saving power of Jesus.

The Gospel is for everyone. And when we believe it, and that message begins 
to work within us by the Holy Spirit, then the power of God works through 
that message to change our hearts. At that point, all things are possible (Matt. 
19:26).

Who could use power that transforms? Everyone. Who needs a message that 
is relevant to our time? Everyone. Who can access the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 
Everyone.

The Gospel Is God’s Heart Revealed

“For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is 
by faith from first to last…” (Rom. 1:17a).

The Gospel reveals that Jesus is the perfect reflection of God (Col. 2:9)– His 
personality, His perspective, and His way of making things right for human 
beings. In fact, in talking about, thinking about, and sharing the story of 
Jesus, we are preaching the very revelation of God’s Heart.

As I said in the introduction, a wise lover of God once said to me, “Jesus is the 
Gospel.” In other words, Jesus is, Himself, the Good News of God revealed.

In fact, the Gospel is also the name of what Jesus came to do – to announce 
the Good News of welcome to everyone, inviting us to step into a covenant 
relationship with the Father – and to let His love heal us from the inside out.

The Gospel is also the name of what we get to do – to announce the same 
Good News of welcome to everyone and offer God’s invitation wherever we go 
(Matt. 28:19-20; Is. 52:7).

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 



23

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age” (Matt. 28:19-20).

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” (Isaiah 52:7).

Fix Your Eyes On Jesus

Jesus is the Good News that has happened to the world; there is no better 
news. And if we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, both personally and in our 
communities, we become carriers of Christ into every aspect of our world.

This encouragement comes to us from the Scriptures, and I leave it with you.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith…” (Heb. 12:1-2a).

The Gospel is enough for our times – and we can, and must, become believers 
in its intrinsic power to accomplish what the Lord intended. 

A Church that embodies, preaches, and shares the Good News will be able to 
make an impact, offer hope, and deliver the greatest message the world could 
ever hear – the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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FOR THE READER: THE GOOD NEWS FOR YOU
As you finish reading this little booklet about the Gospel of Jesus Christ, you 
may find yourself being moved in ways you didn’t anticipate.

Perhaps you recognized a warmth inside, and a sense of attraction to this 
Good News, as you were reading.

• Perhaps you resonated with the idea of having a “Ph.D. in sin” and 
would like to explore the Gospel and its power over sin.

• Perhaps you felt a bit of desperation for something, like the Gospel, 
that has “power to save.”

• Perhaps you identified with a deep need for freedom that Jesus 
could help you with. 

• Perhaps you experienced a longing to have your heart loved and 
changed.

Any of these nudges can be a precious invitation from God directly to 
your heart. We believe those invitations are real and are happening for a 
reason – just for you – just as you are right now.

So how can you respond?  

Here are some thoughts. 

• As you consider these prompts, pay attention to any specific one of 
them that creates a “Yes, that makes sense!” thought in your mind.

• Say or pray, “God, if You’re real, show me how to have this Gospel in 
my life.” Settle your heart, and consider what you think or feel.

• Say or pray, “Jesus, if You can save me and set me free, I need You to 
show me how this works.” Settle your heart, and consider what you 
think or feel.

• Say or pray, “God, I want to understand what the Gospel means; 
help me think of someone who can help me understand.” Settle your 
heart, and consider what you think or feel.

• Say or pray, “Jesus, it says that anyone can come to You and believe 
in You. Come now and change my life.” Settle your heart, and 
consider what you think or feel.

If you prayed any of these prayers, know that God is with you. He hears our 
prayers and is delighted to hear from you. Taking the next step with the 
Gospel is a milestone moment. You may have questions. You may have the 
urge to tell someone. Responding is a great next step. You can reach out to a 
friend, a local church, and/or info@vineyardusa.org.
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A PRAYER TO START YOUR JOURNEY  
WITH JESUS
This short prayer is meant to be used by those who need a starting place from 
which to lead new believers in a prayer to accept the message of Gospel, and 
to invite Jesus to be Lord of their lives.

Please feel free to modify it for your context, asking the Holy Spirit for words 
that fit the moment.

“You may still have many questions, and I want you to know that God 
will be faithful to help you with those. Today, I want to invite you to say a 
simple prayer that expresses to God your desire to know Him, for Him to 
forgive you, and for Him to make your life new. 

Just like when you go on a long journey, you have to start at some time, 
and at some point. Today, right now, would be a good time to start.

You can use my words or make up your own, but simply say, 

‘God, I want in; I want what You have for me. Forgive me, and make me 
Your own. Amen.’

Now, if you have prayed that prayer, may I say that this is the biggest 
decision you will ever make in your life!

Congratulations!”
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QUICK REFERENCE SCRIPTURE LIST
The following is a list of the scriptures referenced in The Greatness Of The 
Gospel. 

These scriptures are a rich source of insight about the Gospel, Jesus, the 
power of the Good News, and more. Use this list as a source of passages to 
study, memorize, and/or record in your journal. Work through these passages 
on your own or with a group. Enjoy!

Gospel/Good News 
Romans 1:16-17, John 3:16-17, Ephesians 3:4-12, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15,  
Isaiah 52:7, Matthew 28:19-20

Jesus 
Colossians 2:9, Hebrews 12:1-2a, Ephesians 3:4-12, Colossians 1:25-29

Power 
Matthew 19:26, Romans 1:16-17, Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 John 3:8b

Salvation 
Isaiah 52:7, Romans 1:16-17, John 3:16-17, Matthew 28:19-20

Mystery Of The Gospel 
Ephesians 3:4-12, Colossians 1:25-29

Kingdom Benefits & Promises 
Revelation 21:5, Revelation 22:5, Galatians 5:22-23

Who Is Our Enemy?  
Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 John 3:8b, Matthew 5:43-45a 
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